
W
EST M

AIN STREET, SO
UTH

 SID
E

•
Crook’s H

otel (1870) 102 W
. M

ain
Nate Crook ow

ned and operated a barber shop and
restaurant in this building in 1871. By 1877 he had
expanded his operation to include a hotel and livery. O

ver
the years the building has housed several hotels and
restaurants.

•
W

est Branch Bank (1875) 104 W
. M

ain
W

est Branch Bank w
as founded here in 1875 but m

oved
across M

ain Street three years later. A variety of shops
used this building over the years. In 1965 ow

ners closed
the original front door and cut an interior passage on the
east into the building next door.

•
The Union Block (1895) 106-108 W

. M
ain

T. Butler and D
r. L. J. Leech agreed to jointly finance this

structure in 1895. The w
est half of the building housed a

m
eat m

arket on the first floor and the lodge of the M
odern

W
oodm

en of Am
erica on the second. The east  side w

as
rented to Bert Gill for the new

 Union Block D
rug Store.

Since then the building has housed several shops, cafes,
and offices.

•
Earliest Citizens’ Savings Bank (1898) 110 W

.
M

ain
In 1898 the Citizens’ Savings Bank m

oved into this new
brick building. The principle shareholders used local
m

aterial dealers and contractors for construction. The
front featured a dazzling 8 by 11 foot plate glass w

indow.
Since 1909 this building has been occupied by sm

all
businesses.

•
Grinnell Building (1869) 112 W

. M
ain

Behind the brick facade stands the w
ood-fram

e building of
Edw

in Grinnell’s drug store and H
. T. H

ollingsw
orth’s

w
atch repair. This building, the oldest surviving store, m

ay
date back to 1869. A series of jew

elers and druggists
occupied the building until 1924 w

hen Fred Albin bought
it for his m

eat m
arket. H

e added the back room
 and brick

facade.
•

O
ld Post O

ffice (1907) 116 W
. M

ain
Caleb H

. W
lckersham

, postm
aster of W

est Branch,
contracted construction of this building in 1906. O

ne year
later, W

lckersham
 signed the federal governm

ent to a 10
year lease to house the post office. The post office w

as
relocated in 1928 and in the ensuing years the building
housed a num

ber of different businesses.

•
Enlow

 Building (1904) 124 W
. M

ain Street
In 1904 H

uldah Enlow
 donated the land and building for a

public library. Later, an anonym
ous m

onetary gifts
financed construction of an expansion. In 1963, the front
entrance w

as enclosed and in 1974, the basem
ent w

as
converted into a children’s library. It rem

ained a library
until 1993.

W
EST M

AIN STREET, NO
RTH

 SID
E

•
Gruw

ell-Crew
 Building (1894) 109 W

. M
ain

This is one of the older storefronts rem
aining along W

est
M

ain Street, having been built shortly after the land w
as

deeded in 1894. C. M
. Paulsen had a m

usic store here
until a harness shop occupied the building in about 1910.
It becam

e a variety store in 1960. In recent  years it has
been the hom

e of the W
est Branch H

eritage M
useum

.
•

Patterson-Leech Building (1890) 107 W
. M

ain
In M

arch 1890 Lavina Patterson opened a m
illinery shop

here and lived w
ith her fam

ily upstairs. D
r. Leech m

oved
his m

edical offices here after fire dam
aged the buildings

across the street in 1895. It rem
ained D

r. Leech’s office
until his death in 1937.

•
Veterans M

em
orial Building (1947) 105 W

. M
ain

The W
ar M

em
orial Building, built in 1948, honors

veterans of W
orld W

ar II. The first floor served as the post
office and the local Am

erican Legion used the basem
ent

and upstairs. An antique shop replaced the post office in
1970.

•
O

ld W
est Branch State Bank (1916) 101 W

. M
ain

This large brick structure, built in 1916, housed the W
est

Branch State Bank (previously nam
ed W

est Branch Bank).
It replaced a bank building (circa 1877) w

hich stood on
the sam

e site, but w
as razed to m

ake room
 for the new,

larger building. The bank took tem
porary quarters across

the street during construction. It then occupied this
building until 1974. Fred Albin rented the back for his
m

eat m
arket until 1924. The W

est Branch Telephone
Com

pany shared the second floor w
ith H

ubbard &
H

ubbard Chiropractors.

NO
RTH

 D
O

W
NEY STREET, EAST SID

E
•

O
pera Block (1895) 109-107 N. D

ow
ney

Charles A. M
acom

ber constructed the m
ost am

bitious
project of the era in 1895. The tw

o-story O
pera

Block is still the largest com
m

ercial building
dow

ntow
n. Three stores shared the first floor. The

top floor included the M
asonic Lodge and a 500 seat

theater w
ith a 20 by 40 foot stage. “The Pastim

e”
m

otion picture house took the upper space in 1912.
A w

oodw
orking and antique store occupied the first

floor prior to its restoration in 1986.
•

Leech-Gruw
ell Garage (1911) 105 N. D

ow
ney

Bert Leech and H
arry Grunw

ell entered a partnership
to build a garage and plum

bing shop here in 1911.
The m

em
bers of the local M

asonic Lodge helped
construct this tw

o-story brick building that w
ould

house the garage and plum
bing shop on the street

level and the lodge room
s on the second floor.

•
Leech Building (1912) 103 N. D

ow
ney

Charles F. Schroeder had this building constructed in
1912 for his m

en’s clothing store. The m
odern store

boasted large display w
indow

s and electric lights.
Since that tim

e, several shops have used the building
and m

ade alterations to its interior.
•

Citizens’ Saving Bank (1908) 101 N. D
ow

ney
In 1909 Citizens’ Savings Bank relocated here on the
northeast com

er of North D
ow

ney and M
ain Streets.

Surviving the collapse of farm
 prices in 1921, but not

the Great D
epression, it w

as absorbed in 1934 by the
W

est Branch State Bank creating the First State Bank.

EAST M
AIN STREET, NO

RTH
 SID

E
•

Rich and Bailey Block (1895) 109 E. M
ain

This building’s exterior has had only m
inor alter-

ations since its construction in 1895. O
riginally

Rich’s Golden Rule general store occupied one side
of the building and D

r. J. I. Bailey’s m
edical offices

occupied the other. O
ver the years a bakery, dry

cleaning and m
en’s clothing store, furnace and tin

shop, antique shop, and grocery store w
ere located

here.



The W
est Branch

National H
istoric

D
istrict

Som
e Background

O
n April 13, 1987, the U.S. D

epartm
ent of the

Interior added 14 com
m

ercial buildings located in
W

est Branch, Iow
a, to the National Register of

H
istoric Places as a H

istoric D
istrict under the

designation: W
est Branch Com

m
ercial D

istrict. In
1995, tw

o additional buildings w
ere added, the

Enlow
 Building and the Rich and Bailey Block.

W
hile the district includes fine exam

ples of turn-of-
the-century com

m
ercial architecture, these 14

buildings represent m
ore than a lesson in building

styles. Collectively, they trace the period of econom
ic

prosperity that saw
 dow

ntow
n W

est Branch evolve
from

 a ram
shackle assortm

ent of w
ooden storefronts

into a thriving com
m

ercial center anchored by ornate
brick business blocks.
The W

est Branch Com
m

ercial D
istrict w

as the 40th
H

istoric D
istrict w

ithin Iow
a to be listed on the

National Register of H
istoric Places.

You are about to em
bark on a journey back in tim

e.
You’ll explore an era w

hen Corn w
as King and

M
idw

estern farm
ers—

and the rural com
m

unities
like W

est Branch that relied upon their trade—
w

ere
basking in the econom

ic prosperity that accom
pa-

nied w
hat historians have term

ed the “Golden Era of
Am

erican Agriculture.” Betw
een the 1870s, w

hen
railroad expansion linked Corn Belt farm

ers w
ith

grow
ing urban m

arkets such as Chicago and St.
Louis, and 1916, w

hen W
orld W

ar I burst the bubble
of farm

 prosperity, W
est Branch w

as am
ong the

M
idw

estern farm
ing com

m
unities that grew

 and
flourished. The 16 buildings along W

est M
ain and

North D
ow

ney streets that are included in the W
est

Branch H
istoric D

istrict are tangible econom
ic

indicators of the greatest period of prosperity in
Am

erican agricultural history.

“A Journey Back in Tim
e”
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